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Denver Public Schools 
Strategic Sourcing Department 
780 Grant Street 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
 
Dear Vendor: 
 
 
Thank you for obtaining this Request for Information on-line. 
 
Denver Public Schools Purchasing Department is not currently using an on-line "Bid Provider", which 
would track and charge Vendors to obtain our solicitations; therefore, it is the Vendor's responsibility to 
check our web site periodically to ensure that Addendums have not been issued against them.  It is highly 
recommended that you notify the appropriate Buyer, via email (email address is on the following page), 
that you have obtained this solicitation.    
 
Your response must be received before the due date and time as specified. All responses must be 
submitted by the due date and time to the email addresses provided. Due to various sizes of electronic 
documents it is recommended you request an email confirmation when submitting your RFI. You are 
responsible for assuring that the RFI has been received by the District.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Maggie Wolfe, Strategic Sourcing 
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date:        March 17, 2017 

Proposal number:       

Proposal Title:       Curriculum and Instruction RFI 

Proposals will be received until:     April 20th, 2017     
        3:00 p.m., Denver local standard time   

Submit via Email to: 

        Maggie Wolfe@dpsk12.org  

 
For additional information please contact the buyer:   Maggie Wolfe 
        720-423-1387 

Email Address        Maggie_wolfe@dpsk12.org 

 

Documents included in this package:    Request for Information Cover Sheet 
        Specification 
 
 
The undersigned hereby affirms that (1) he/she is a duly authorized agent of the vendor, (2) he/she has read all technical specifications 
which were made available in conjunction with this Request for Information and fully understands and accepts them unless specific 
variations have been expressly listed in his/her offer, (3) that the offer is being submitted on behalf of the vendor in accordance with any 
terms and conditions set forth in this document.  

PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION 

Name of Company: ____________________________________________ Fax: _____________ 

Address: ________________________ City/State: ________________ Zip: ______________ 

Contact Person: ___________________ Title: _____________________ Phone: ___________ 

Authorized Representative’s Signature: ____________________________ Phone: ___________ 

Printed Name: ____________________ Title: _____________________ Date: ____________ 

Email Address: ___________________ Approved by: ______________ Date: ____________ 

Denver Public Schools 
Strategic Sourcing Department 

780 Grant Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION BD1802 

COVER SHEET 
 

mailto:Maggie%20Wolfe@dpsk12.org
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DPS Curriculum and Instruction RFI 
March 17, 2017 
 
OBJECTIVE/PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Solicitation is to obtain information in order to evaluate Vendors for future 
Solicitations (RFP) to provide resources to support the needs of students in grades 9-12 US History; 
African American (US) History and Hispanic (US) History classrooms, including the needs of DPS’ large 
population of diverse learners.  As a district, we want to ensure that our values of collaboration, equity 
and accountability are being championed as we search for curricular resources that best drive our 
primary goal of supporting all of our students in graduating college and career ready.   
 
The highest level goals for our US History Social Studies program in alignment with the National 
Council of Social Studies Instructional Framework College, Career, and Civil Life (C3 Framework) are 
that our students: 

● Ask Questions About Disciplinary Content 

To ask questions implies the desire to answer them. Learning to investigate questions through 
the thinking and problem-solving strategies offered by the disciplines (economically, 
geographically, historically, and politically) results in deeper understandings of the content being 
investigated (Brophy, 1990; Donovan and Bransford, 2005).  
 

● Gather and Analyze Evidence Using Disciplinary Tools  
We need to provide students a deep well of powerful and discipline specific strategies for 
answering their questions and for gathering data that can be evaluated and transformed into 
evidence for justifiable decisions.  

 

● Communicate Informed Conclusions 

As active citizens, our students must be equipped to effectively communicate their views and 
support arguments through reasoned argument.  
 

● Work Collaboratively to Take Action 

Provide collaborative opportunities to inquire into and then communicate understandings 
support students’ informed civic engagement, a principal goal of a rich social studies education. 

 

Denver Public Schools 
Strategic Sourcing Department 

780 Grant Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION BD1802 
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You are invited to submit a proposal in accordance with the below guidelines, specifications and 
timeline below.   
 
 
BACKGROUND  

 
The mission of Denver Public Schools is to provide all students the opportunity to achieve the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become contributing citizens in our diverse society. Denver Public Schools is 
committed to meeting the educational needs of every student by providing rigorous and enriching 
educational opportunities, and great schools in every neighborhood. DPS is comprised of 185 schools, 
with a current total enrollment of 90,150 students. Of those, 57% of the school district’s enrollment is 
Hispanic, 22% is Caucasian, 14% is African American, and 3% is Asian. Approximately 35% are English 
learners and 70% of the district’s students qualify for free and reduced lunch. 
 
Under the leadership of Superintendent Tom Boasberg and guided by the tenets of The Denver Plan 
2020, DPS has become the fastest-growing large school district in Colorado in terms of enrollment and 
student academic growth. DPS is committed to establishing Denver as a national leader in student 
achievement, high school graduation and college and career readiness. 
 
Project Background: 
Under the direction of The Denver Plan 2020 and The Academic Strategic Plan, Denver Public Schools is 
interested in curricular resources that are aligned to the  Colorado Academic Standards, Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS) (RH, WHST, SL, and L), the National Council of Social Studies Instructional 
Framework College, Career, and Civil Life (C3) and demonstrate an exceptional ability to support the 
specific needs of students in DPS, including our language learners.   
 
We further believe that our diversity is a community treasure and that equity is the core of our mission.  
Accordingly, clear and consistent use of best practices for diverse learners including our English learners 
must be supported throughout the social studies curriculum. This includes the use of culturally relevant 
text, collaborative learning, structured academic discourse, and scaffolds for language development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://standardstoolkit.dpsk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Academic-Strategic-Plan.pdf
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Project Goals: 
Denver Public Schools is seeking an organization to support the curricular needs of US History, African 
American History and Hispanic History classrooms.  The aim is to provide teachers with high quality 
resources that will support them in ensuring that students meet and exceed the Colorado Academic 
Standards in Social Studies as well as the Common Core State Standards (RH, WHST, SL, and L). 
 
Our Social Studies program aims to ensure that the students and communities we serve are able to 
meaningfully engage with the personal and public challenges of our time as responsible adult citizens. 
Active and responsible citizens identify and analyze public challenges; contextualize the world around 
them; deliberate with other people about how to define and address issues; take constructive, 
collaborative action; reflect on their actions; create and sustain groups; and influence institutions both 
large and small. Teaching students these skills significantly enhances preparation for college and career. 
Many of the same skills that are needed for active and responsible citizenship— working effectively with 
other people, deliberating and reasoning quantitatively about issues, following the news, and forming 
and sustaining groups—are also crucial to success in the 21st century workplace and in college.  
 
Following our Social Studies program, students will be prepared to succeed in college or career, able to 
meet the literacy demands of the CCSS (RH, WHST, SL, and L), and attain proficiency in key historical, 
geographic, economic, and civic thinking skills, which they can exercise beyond high school. 
 
Organization Proposal Requirements: 
Interested organizations must demonstrate how their proposed curricular resources and accompanying 
supports meet the following requirements. 
 
Curriculum materials must: 

● Have a clear and documented research base, or potential partners should provide a clear 
research plan for how the efficacy of their materials will be assessed and improved over 
time. Revisions should be based on evidence of actual use and results with a wide range 
of students, including English learners. 

● Be aligned to the Colorado Academic Standards in Social Studies, Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) (RH, WHST, SL, and L) and should produce evidence of usability and 
efficacy with a full range of students, including English learners. 

● Represent and honor multiple points of view in the four social studies domains (history, 
geography, economics, and civics). 

● Include electronic resources that support developing digital skills that are grade 
appropriate.                                                                                                

● Include assessments that regularly measure the extent to which students can 
independently demonstrate skills.  

● Support teachers at all levels of experience and expertise in implementing curriculum 
successfully and continuously improving their practice to drive student achievement 
through providing robust adult learning offerings and teacher materials. 
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Curriculum material must support students to: 
● learn from a variety of sources of information, including both primary and secondary sources. 
● think, learn, and create and be able to search, evaluate, and use information for thinking, 

learning, and creating. 
● develop research competence and subject knowledge in the context of fostering cooperative 

learning, reading comprehension, language development, and social skills. 
● engage in inquiry. 
● think and reason economically, geographically, historically, and politically . 
● investigate questions through the thinking and problem-solving strategies offered by the 

disciplines that results in deeper understandings of the content being investigated. 
● use powerful and discipline specific strategies for answering their questions and for gathering 

data that can be evaluated and transformed into evidence for justifiable decisions. 
● effectively communicate their views and support arguments through logical analysis. 

 
● participate in collaborative inquiry, research and action to ensure that students develop the 

ability to work with others to solve problems and take informed action. 
                                                                                

 
Organization Qualifications: 

Organizations should have the following: 
● Experience delivering exceptional resources, professional development programs and ongoing 

program supports in districts with high populations of diverse learners including English learners, 
as evidenced by providing exemplar resources and/or expert references. 

● Research or a description of a research plan that documents efficacy of resources with diverse 
learners, including English learners. 

● Experience partnering with districts and catering to the specific needs of differing classrooms, as 
evidenced by previous, documented success with districts of a similar size and/or student 
population and demographics. 

● Evidence that curricular resources are matched to and aligned with the Colorado Academic 
Standards for Social Studies, the C3 Framework and the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS)(RH, WHST, SL, and L) . 

● Proven track record of effectively working with large urban school districts or charter 
management organizations in supporting curricular needs. 
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Criteria: 
Please note the following criteria in your response: 

● Demonstrated ability to provide curricular resources that are aligned to the Colorado Academic 
Standards for Social Studies, Common Core State Standards (CCSS)(RH, WHST, SL, and L) as 
measured by the customized DPS Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool.  

● Demonstrated ability to support the needs of diverse learners, including English learners. 
● Demonstrated ability to engage school communities in meaningful professional development 

that builds teacher capacity and instructional efficacy. 
● Demonstrated ability to provide curricular resources in Spanish. 
● Demonstration that assessments not only align to curricular resources, but also support current 

district assessment needs i.e. formative assessments, end of unit assessments. 
● Demonstrated ability to problem solve and provide real-time course correction when needed. 

 
4.  SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL:   
Due to the size of responses please request a confirmation email when sending in responses. Please 
submit your response via email to:    Maggie Wolfe – maggie_wolfe@dpsk12.org 
 
The Vendor submitting the response shall be responsible for ensuring that the document is received by 
the buyer no later than 3:00pm MDT Thursday April 20th, 2017 3:00PM, 
 
5.  RFI TIMELINE 
RFI Released:       March 17, 2017 
RFI Response Due:      April 20, 2017 by 3PM Local Denver time 
 
**Since this is a Request for Information there will be no opportunities to ask clarification 
questions.** 
 
6.  RFI RESPONSE INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Interested parties that currently have commercially available programs/products may respond to 
this RFI. 
6.2 Please submit information and literature that describes your product/service. In addition, you may 
submit web links, and or online demonstration products that will assist the District in understanding 
your offering. 
6.3 Submit budgetary pricing information sufficient for the District to plan and budget for your solution. 
 
7. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
7.1 This RFI process will not result in the recommendation of or selection of any supplier, or the issuance 
of a purchase order or agreement of any type. 
7.2 Responders are responsible for any and all expenses that may be associated with responding to this 
RFI. 

mailto:maggie_wolfe@dpsk12.org

